
Agenda 

South Morningside Parent Council Meeting 

12 October 2020 at 6.45–8.20pm via Zoom 

1) Welcome, attendees and apologies     Olly Headey 

2) Review & Approval of Minutes of 15 June 2020 meeting  Bobby Pathak 

3) Review of matters arising & actions from last meeting   Bobby Pathak 

4) Pupil assessment and academic plans     Michael Urquhart  

5) Greenbank to the Meadows Quiet Route    Brendan Paddy 

6) Parent Council positions vacant     Chair 

Chair (from 2021/22) 

7) AOB        All 

2020/21 meeting dates: 
12 October 2020 
23 November 2020 
18 January 2021 
8 March 2021 
26 April 2021 
14 June 2021 

 
Date of next meeting: SMPC Mtg. 23 November 2020 
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Supporting Papers 

South Morningside Parent Council Meeting 

12 October 2020 6.45-8.20pm via Zoom 

 

1. Draft Minutes of the Parent Council meeting 15 June 2020 (Shelagh Halford)  
 
2. Matters Arising/Action log (Bobby Pathak)  

  
3. Chair Report (Olly Headey & Brendan Paddy) 

 
4. Treasurer Report (Alistair Haig) 

 
5. Transport Report (Quiet Route) (Brendan Paddy) 

 
6. Transport Update (Angela Robinson) 

 
7. Fundraising Report (Elisabeth Quinn) 

 
8. Comms Report (Eilidh Stimson) 

 
9. Accommodation Report (John Cameron) 
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Meeting Minutes 

South Morningside Parent Council Meeting 

15 June 2020 at 6.45pm via Zoom 

Parent Council Voting Members 

Brendan Paddy   Clare Bowyer 

Olly Headey   Andrew Leiper 

Jill Dallas   Andy Valdez-Tullett 

Shelagh Halford Gedimias Burba 

Emily Hargreaves John Cameron 

Eilidh Stimpson Jeremy Balfour 

Lisa Fletcher Martin Little 

Joana Valdez-Tullett Brian Sharp 

Donna McFarlane Chris Hebden 

David Davies Elisabeth Quinn 

Philipa Coles Alison Reeves 

Alice Nelson Nadia Cunden 

Fraser Walker Colin McRae 

Ellie Trotter Lizzie Kenrick 

Louisa Dall  

 

Parent Council Non Voting Members 

 

Michael Urquhart Susie Morgan 

Karen Richmond Yvonne Moore 

Pam Ferguson  
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Councillors  

Cllr Melanie Main Cllr Mandy Watt 

Cllr Nick Cook Cllr Neil Ross 

 

Parents/Carers/Guests 

Kathy Gillies Gavin Whyte 

Andrew Lang Kate Berry 

Lindsay Millar Craig & Janet Fraser 

Aimee Reid Joanna Wieczorek 

Emilia Robledo Bobby Pathak 

Jane Crabtree Emma Swift 

Louisa d’Inverno Grubb Jennifer Wallace 

Clare McDairmant Alison Griffin 

Karen McGrath Alistair Haig 

Moray Tait Paul Stimpson 

Gayle Templeton Isla Lockie 

Kirsty Fox Joceline Watson 

Claire Forsman Debbie Murphy 

Amy Lucquiaud Monica Soriano 

Karen Hawkes Louise Beaton 

Louise Wright Marissa Millar 

Sarah Innes Natalia Gomez Perez 

Claire Jellema Hannah Law 

Catriona Lumsden Charlotte Proctor 
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Neil Inglis Iain Ring-MacLeod 

Jen Rogan Reuben Carr 

Tom Baird Lynne Barrie 

Abby Miller Jonathan Gregson 

Shafkit Abdullah (Mohammed) Andrea Sneddon 

Jenni Crane Kirsty Henry-Kanyumi 

Gail Stark Kirsty Little 

Jenny Shiell Angela Robinson 

Henry Coles Morag Atkinson 

Isaias Ferreira-Rachmiel Antonia Hynd 

Chris New Irene-marie Esser 

Roslyn Cameron  

 

Welcome, attendees and apologies        

Brendan commented on the extraordinary circumstances and thanked everyone for joining 
the meeting.  Brendan said the main focus of the agenda would be on parent/carer questions 
and suggested that if there were additional questions, these could be put into the chat 
function and we would come to them if there was time.   

 

Review & Approval of Minutes of 27 April 2020 meeting   

The meeting minutes were approved by the Parent Council. 

 

Review of matters arising & actions from last meeting    

See separate document 

 

Funding requests and review of committed spend   

Fraser said spending has been kept at the same level as last year and some funds moved 
into a contingent budget.  If that spend doesn’t happen, the school can determine how to 
utilise those funds.   
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Fraser explained that this year, committed spend can be covered by the budget.  Next year, 
it may be difficult but if £4,000 could be raised next year, this would cover committed spend 
for another year.  The year after that was likely to be more challenging. 

Jill confirmed there were funds to cover the proposal for 2020/21 and to proceed with 
caution.  Jill suggested that funding for trips and club subsidies should be moved on the 
budget and traditionally, the Parent Council haven’t made this a voting item. Fraser said it 
could remain as a standing commitment as there is a cost attached to it. 

Jill queried spend on library books.  She explained there was a recurring budget of £1000 
each year.  However, in the last 4 years, less than 40% has been spent on this, which 
suggests there should be a review of the spending.  Jill updated that the school has said 
they need a resource to draw from where there are gaps in the library as certain genres of 
books need to be replenished. 

Mr Urquhart said at the moment the library is in a bit of flux and there was a need to have a 
longer term look at it.  Money raised at the book fair has been used to fund the library.  As 
there are now set novels, the school are less reliant on the library.   

Mrs Morgan said it was an opportunity to stop and think about what the library needs to be.  
For example, a library which supports learners with additional support needs.  Mrs Morgan 
put in a plea for keeping the money for the library but that there needed to be thought into 
how the money is spent. 

Brendan said that the money for the library would remain available. 

 

Parent/ Carer Q&A (responses provided by SMPS)      

These are being updated in the FAQ document, which will be sent to the school for review, 
before being published on the SMPC website. 

 

Fundraising        

Elisabeth said there were lots of unknowns and the Fundraising group were trying to figure 
out what could be done in the current circumstances and how much fundraising would be 
needed.  

She said that the team had planned a quiz night and wondered if this could be done virtually.  
Elisabeth said the team were not able to think of an alternative for the summer fair but 
potentially instead of a winter fair and if social distancing is still in place, people could have 
front garden stalls instead.    Realistically, the opportunities for fundraising before the end of 
term are limited. 

 

Mutual Support        

Brendan said that he had been talking to Mrs Campbell regarding support for home learning 
to make sure all families have the equipment they need and access to the internet.  He said 
the issue will become more acute when children return to school as borrowed devices will 
need to be returned.  Brendan added that the Parent Council could look at asking 
parents/carers to donate/gift specific types of devices, which could be reconditioned.  He 
asked if anyone with an IT background could help out and stressed the Parent Council would 
need to take responsibility for this.   
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Brendan enquired whether, with the options for fundraising limited, parents would be willing 
to donate money to meet the needs of families who need support.  This would not be to put 
pressure on people to donate but it might be worth considering if there was a small fund set 
up and the Parent Council was clear about how funds would be used and where any surplus 
would go. 

Elisabeth said she felt if the Parent Council were asking people to offer support and 
assistance in light of the current situation, it would be likely to get more support. 

Mrs Campbell added that everyone in the SMPS community is online, e.g. through loaning 
out devices and giving out dongles.  Ongoing, however, support will be needed to keep 
those families online.  She said the Code Club had provided a booklet to ensure devices are 
safe which also explained the minimum requirements to get families on Office 365.  The 
Council has not provided any devices and has asked SMPS to supply these.  Mrs Campbell 
said the school had managed to get grants for some families but not all.  Going into August, 
the school will be looking to get 10 iPads back in to school so as a starting point, they will be 
looking for about 10 devices.  She said there was also a situation where multiple children are 
using one device and that it would be good to support bigger families.  Mrs Campbell closed 
by saying it was the biggest priority to ensuring equity amongst the community.   

Brendan said the online chat suggested there was a reasonable level of interest in sharing 
surplus devices and raising funds for this.  He asked if anyone was interested in fundraising, 
to get in touch with Elisabeth (fundraising@sm-pc.org) regarding donations and to email 
Chair@Sm-pc.org if anyone was interested in helping with the devices or could donate a 
device.   

Olly added that if anyone had any other ideas about fundraising, to email the Chair. 

Parent Council positions vacant      

1) Treasurer – Brendan said the Parent Council were very grateful to Jill but said 
that she had resigned as Treasurer.  Brendan said it was a critical position to 
keep track of the SMPC finances.  He asked if anyone with a background in 
Finance or who was good with numbers, to express interest to Jill 
(treasurer@sm-pc.org).  Brendan added it was a great way to make a 
contribution to the parent community.  Olly added that in terms of the Parent 
Council constitution, if there was no Treasurer, the Parent Council would have to 
stop. 

2) Secretary – Bobby has expressed interest in this position but other people could 
express interest also. 

3) Chair (from 2021/22) – Brendan said it would be better for someone to shadow 
the Chairs over the course of the year.   

 

AOB         

AGM – 14 September 2020 (likely to be a virtual AGM) 
 
Other meeting dates have been scheduled for 2020/21 (although we are currently unable to 
book space at the school so for now, we are assuming we will either be able to access the 
school at the time or that they will be virtual meetings): 

12 October 2020 
23 November 2020 
18 January 2021 
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8 March 2021 
26 April 2021 
14 June 2021 

 
 
Brendan asked if there were any questions for subgroups.  None were received. 
 
Olly reminded everyone that the National Parent Form webinar (with an opportunity to ask 
questions in advance) was taking place on Wednesday and that details are on the Parent 
Council Facebook page. 
 
Bobby said that the onery would miss Mrs Richmond and her hands on approach.  He asked 
Mrs Morgan whether there was anything parents could do to support play based learning.  
Mrs Morgan said it was all in hand and there would be an extensive handover.   
 
 
Brenan closed the meeting by saying parents/carers were very grateful for the work the team 
at SMPS have done and appreciated how challenging it has been.   
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.10pm 
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South Morningside Parent Council

Matters Arising/Action Log 15-Jun-20

OPEN MATTERS

Reference Date Raised Issue/Action Owner(s) Status

#14/19 June 10, 2019 Council charges for clubs Clubs and Cllr Watt Meet with Cllr Watt to put proposal to Council 

regarding fair rates for clubs 2020/21.  Meeting 

requested but still to take place.  On hold due to 

school closures

#30/19 November 25, 2019 Consider who should be lead for each 

subgroup

Subgroups Respond to email sent by Comms (on hold due to 

school closures)

#4/20 April 27, 2020 Obtain a list of acceptable online platforms 

from the digital learning team

Mrs Morgan The school are using MS Teams at the moment

#5/20 September 14, 2020 (AReview reported pollution levels outside 

school site

Howard Kippax
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Chair Report 
 

Welcome to our four new PC members and thank you to existing members Bobby Pathak 

and Alistair Haig for stepping up to become, respectively, our new Secretary and Treasurer. 

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming virtual PC meeting. Also, a big thank you 

and farewell to those members who stepped down at the AGM.  

 

At the AGM we had a number of parents join our subgroups which is fantastic, thank you so 

much! We are still keen to hear from more volunteers, in particular: 

 

● Fundraising. Please get in touch if you have any fundraising ideas, or if you’d like to 

help out with the organisation of new initiatives. 

● Shadow chair(s). The PC will need a new chair (or co-chairs) for the next school 

year so having someone shadow us for this year would have a real benefit. We will 

get you fully up to speed! 

 

Please email chair@sm-pc.org if you’re keen to help out in any capacity. We’d love to hear 

from you. 

 

The PC are now working on a new 2021 SMPC Calendar. It was a real success last year 

and raised over £1500 for the school. We are taking pre-orders now, the details of which can 

be found on this link: https://forms.gle/9uiWvS76g3sUHhCr5. 

 

We’re pleased also that the first clubs have begun operating again following the guidelines 

set by the sub-group and the parent council.  This will focus on ensuring clubs can create a 

safe online environment in the first instance but where appropriate safe-guards are in place, 

in line with government requirements, some clubs may also begin operating face to face. 

 

You will be aware that the accommodation group and wider parent council had some 

concerns about whether the new school on Canaan Lane would be completed in time for the 

start of the 2021 school year.  These concerns have now become much more acute since 

the delay caused by the coronavirus lockdown earlier in the year and our working 

assumption is now that the school will not be ready by August 2021 as planned.  Although 

there are some indications that pupil intakes may be slightly down in the coming year, we will 

still want reassurance from Edinburgh Council that contingency plans will be put in place to 

ensure all new and existing pupils at feeder schools, including South Morningside, have the 

best possible experience even if the new school is not ready on time. 

 

The transport group is exploring with other local schools whether to recommend to parent 

council that we support Edinburgh Council’s quiet route from Greenbank to Meadows, which 

would effectively link our Deanbank and Comiston Road sites, making it easier and safer for 

children and families to walk or cycle, and potentially reducing traffic on Canaan Lane. 

 

Although the school has now had its first confirmed coronavirus case, the systems in place 

to ensure any such infections would be contained, and that the school could continue to 

operate, seem to have worked as needed.  We hope that now both the school and parents 
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have some experience of the notification process, this will operate smoothly if it is needed 

again. 

 

Finally, if you haven’t already done so, you can keep up with what’s discussed at future 

meetings even if you are unable to attend by signing up to our newsletter on our website: 

https://sm-pc.org/ 

 

 

Brendan Paddy and Olly Headey 

Co-chairs, South Morningside Parent Council 
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Treasurers Report – South Morningside Parent Council Meeting - Monday 12 Oct 2020 

1.Surplus for the period  

Year ending 30 June 2021 

 

Income Expenditure Profit/(loss)

Cash bal at start of yr Bank 45,691.94                         -  45,691.94           

Accruals - club costs (4,257.78) -  (4,257.78)

OPENING BALANCE 41,434.16                         -  41,434.16           

Surplus on Events Christmas Cards -  -  -  

Calendar 506.00                              -  506.00               

Summer Fair -  -  -  

Winter Festival -  -  -  

SUB TOTAL EVENTS 506.00                              -  506.00               

Other Income Edinburgh Council Grant -  -  -  

EasyFundraising -  -  -  

Blue Sky Photography commission -  -  -  

Charity Grants -  -  -  

SUB TOTAL OTHER INCOME -  -  -  

Clubs Chanter & Drumming * -  -  -  

Choir* -  -  -  

Chess* -  -  -  

Coding Club* -  -  -  

Creative Writing Club* -  -  -  

Football coached club - P6* -  -  -  

Friday Night Football* -  -  -  

Guitar * -  -  -  

Gym * -  -  -  

Judo * -  -  -  

Knitting* -  -  -  

Recorder * -  -  -  

Ski-ing 712.00                              1,398.00              (686.00)

Snowboarding -  -  -  

Spanish* -  -  -  

Stage * 4,812.50                           -  4,812.50            

Zoom Club* -  -  -  

Hall Hire -  -  -  

SUB TOTAL CLUBS 5,524.50                           1,398.00              4,126.50            

Expenditure P7 Activity -  -  -  

Workshops/Drama/Theatre trips -  -  -  

Ski Team Clothing -  -  -  

AGM expenses -  -  -  

Teachers allocation -  -  -  

P1 Nativity -  -  -  

Sports entry fees -  -  -  

Library books -  -  -  

Morningside Christmas Lights -  -  -  

Web site expenses -  -  -  

Celidh Band - P7 -  -  -  

Christmas trees -  -  -  

P3 Football set-up -  -  -  

Play based learning -  -  -  

Scottish Opera -  -  -  

Science Week -  -  -  

Funding - Club Spaces and Trip Subsidies -  -  -  

Sports day lollies -  -  -  

Food and Science technologies -  -  -  

Playground -  -  -  

Author visit -  -  -  

Disclosure expenses -  -  -  

Charity Grants -  (450.00) 450.00               

Other General Expenditure -  (129.38) 129.38               

SUB TOTAL EXPENDITURE -  (579.38) 579.38               

2019-2020 NET INCOME/(EXP) 6,030.50                          818.62                5,211.88           

CURRENT BALANCE 47,464.66                   818.62             46,646.04      
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3. Committed funds  

 

The Teacher Allocation for 2019/20 remains open. Teachers can request reimbursement for 2019-20 

academic year via treasurer@sm-pc.org by 30 October 2020. 

J Watson Grant and tech fund each spent in full to purchase laptops. 

Questions on the accounts can be raised at PC meetings or treasurer@sm-pc.org 

Alistair Haig - 8 October 2020 

2. Available Funds

CURRENT BANK BALANCE 46,646.04        

Less o/s batch run -  

-  

Cash Book Balance as at 22nd April 2020 46,646.04        

Less Restricted Funds

Event Float Requirement (4,000.00)

Surplus on Clubs* (4,126.50)

Committed Funds (23,901.93)

Event Surplus**

AVAILABLE TO SPEND 14,617.61        

Description Approval date Approved YTD Spend Released Balance

£ £ £ £

2018/19 Commitments

Scottish Opera transport Approved 04/19 350.00 - (40.00) 310.00 

2019/20 Commitments

AGM Expenses Approved 06/19 300.00 (115.78) (184.22) - 

Science Week Approved 06/19 3,500.00 - (1,475.00) 2,025.00 

Theatre visits Approved 06/19 3,500.00 - (2,300.00) 1,200.00 

Teachers allocation Approved 06/19 3,000.00 - 3,000.00 

Arts and crafts supplies Approved 06/19 750.00 (750.00) - 

Science resources for teachers Approved 06/19 500.00 - (489.15) 10.85 

Scottish opera Approved 06/19 500.00 (500.00) - 

P7 Ceilidh band Approved 06/19 500.00 - (30.00) 470.00 

Sports entry fees Approved 06/19 450.00 (112.20) (337.80) - 

P7 Activities Approved 06/19 260.00 (260.00) - 

P3 Football set-up Approved 06/19 250.00 (250.00) - 

Sports-day lollies Approved 06/19 250.00 (250.00) - 

P1 Nativity Approved 06/19 350.00 - (117.12) 232.88 

Christmas capers snacks Approved 06/19 160.00 (160.00) - 

Christmas trees Approved 06/19 75.00 (75.00) - 

Morningside Lights switch-on Approved 06/19 100.00 - 100.00 

Library Books Approved 10/19 1,000.00 (1,000.00) - 

Ski Race Clothing Approved 11/19 272.00 - 32.20 304.20 

Funding for trips Approved 08/01 1,668.50 (1,354.50) 314.00 

Author Visit Approved 07/02 250.00 - 250.00 

2020/21 Commitments

Teachers Allocation Approved 26/06 3,000.00 3,000.00 

Art and craft supplies Approved 26/06 750.00 750.00 

Science resources Approved 26/06 500.00 500.00 

P7 leaving activity Approved 26/06 500.00 500.00 

Sports entry fees Approved 26/06 450.00 450.00 

P7 activities Approved 26/06 260.00 260.00 

P3 football set up Approved 26/06 250.00 250.00 

Sports-day lollies Approved 26/06 250.00 250.00 

P1 Nativity Approved 26/06 350.00 350.00 

Christmas Trees Approved 26/06 75.00 75.00 

Morningside lights switch-on Approved 26/06 100.00 100.00 

Library books Approved 26/06 1,000.00 1,000.00 

AGM expenses Approved 26/06 300.00 300.00 

Event Insurance Approved 26/06 50.00 50.00 

Web expenses Approved 26/06 50.00 50.00 

PVG expenses Approved 26/06 50.00 50.00 

Science Week Approved 26/06 3,500.00 3,500.00 

Theatre Visits Approved 26/06 3,500.00 3,500.00 

Scottish Opera Approved 26/06 500.00 500.00 

Author Visit Approved 26/06 250.00 250.00 

18,272.95 23,901.93 
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Greenbank to the Meadows Quiet Route 

 

Edinburgh Council is planning to create a network of quiet, safe residential roads parallel to 
Morningside Road between Greenbank and the Meadows to encourage walking and cycling.  
‘Modal filters’ will be used to remove through motor traffic on the route, while residents will 
continue to be able access their properties by car and to park outside their homes as normal.   

 

The route would link the school’s two sites at Deanbank and Comiston Road, allowing more 
children and families to get to school on safer more pleasant streets, and it also has the 
potential to reduce motor traffic on Canaan Lane outside Deanbank, where the current 
restrictions have proved largely ineffective. 

 

While some current ‘rat-running’ traffic may be displaced onto main roads, similar schemes 
elsewhere have reduced motor traffic overall as car journeys have dropped and walking and 
cycling has increased. 

 

The Quiet Route is adjacent to, but separate from, the Braid Road closure and so supporting 
the Quiet Route does not mean Braid Road will have to remain closed.  The Quiet Route 
proposal actually includes a review of the Braid road closure and there is a recognition the 
Quiet Route may need some adjustment at the southern end if Braid Road is reopened.   

 

The approach Edinburgh Council is taking to developing the Quiet Route is to move 
relatively quickly on the basis that any changes will be temporary and made with low 
cost/reusable infrastructure – such as modal filtering using heavy but movable planters.  The 
intention is that the scheme could be adjusted or removed quickly if required. If it was 
decided in future to make it permanent, a full consultation process would still be required. 

 

Representatives of the local primary school transport groups have now met and agreed they 
would like their parent councils to support the proposal.  If approved by the parent councils, 
the transport groups would work together to publicly support the scheme.  This could include 
writing to local councillors and other elected representatives, sending a deputation to the 
November Transport and Environment Council meeting which will consider the proposal, 
undertaking local media work and asking parents to consider writing to their ward councillors 
to support the proposals. 

 

Action: To ask the Parent Council to express its support for the proposed Quiet Route and 
to agree that the transport group can work with other local schools to highlight that support 
publicly. 
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Transport Update 

 

The transport sub-group got together at the end of September to discuss key issues of 
concern and how we might take some of these forward. These included Canaan Lane, the 
walking bus and how we ensure linkage with wider proposals around walking and cycling. 

  

With Brendan we attended a meeting with members of local primary schools to discuss the 
proposed “Quiet Route” and this is covered in the separate paper on the issue. It was agreed 
at that meeting that we would hold quarterly meetings to discuss shared issues and this 
should provide a good opportunity to work with other schools on wider transport issues. 
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Fundraising Report 
 
We are lucky to have two new member and are working on a few ideas for the upcoming 
year: 
 

 The School Calendar (Alice from Comms has done all the work so far and we are 
looking into supporting her) 

 The Christmas Cards (Emilia has taken over the management of this. We are looking 
into expanding the offering into tea towels, etc) 

 A sponsored race for pupils and a sponsored cycle for parents 

 Cookbook 

 Class portrait tea towels. 
 

Our main hope is raising money through direct donations from the parents. Trying to work 
out the logistics of how best to manage that and how we can use the school website. 
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Comms Report 

 

We are pleased to welcome two new members to the team, Abigail and Atika.  

In order to comply with the SMPC constitution we wanted to ensure all the subgroups have a 
PC representative and we have successfully collated a list of all the PC reps on subgroups 
as this is an important way to keep the groups in touch with the PC.  We have been 
advertising the school calendar which is now on sale for pre-orders, we are also hoping to 
support the fundraising team going forward and Alice has kindly agreed to join both 
fundraising and comms so we are better placed to help. 
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ACCOMMODATION SUB-GROUP UPDATE                       OCTOBER 2020

SMPC Meeting Pack

12 October 2020 Page 19 of 20



SUMMARY

Works are progressing at Deanbank, and a substantial amount of steelwork is now in place. There is little to report otherwise as we have 
not been provided with an update by the council, or Morgan Sindall. 

However to summarise:

• We understand the school management was due to receive an update on the new school on the 5th October.

• We have been chasing the council / contractor for our next SMPC Zoom call update from Morgan Sindall; these were promised on 
a roughly monthly timetable, so the meeting is overdue.

• Bobby Pathak flagged an issue with the Heras fencing on site to the group; we (and the school) raised this, and we understand 
remedial works took place the same day to improve the fencing.

• 2 new members have been welcomed to the accommodation subgroup, Angus Law and Tatiana Tantarouda.
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