
Agenda 

South Morningside Parent Council Meeting 
7 March 2022 at 6.45pm via MS Teams 

 

 

 

1 Welcome, attendees and apologies     Co-chair 

2 Review and approval of minutes of 17 January 2022  Bobby Pathak 

3 Matters arising (see point 8 below)     Bobby Pathak 

4 Headteacher’s update      Michael Urquhart 

5 Chair’s Report       Co-chair 

6 Subgroups’ update       Various  

7 Ski club update       Alison Reeves 

8 Independent examiner of accounts request    Alistair Haig 

9 AOB         Various  

 

 

  

 2021/22 meeting dates: 

 25 April 2022 

 13 June 2022 

 

AGM meeting date: 

 12 September 2022 

 

Date of the next SMPC meeting is 25 April 2022 
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Supporting Papers 

South Morningside Parent Council Meeting 
7 March 2022 at 6.45pm via MS Teams 

 

 

1 Draft Minutes of the Parent Council meeting 14 June 2021 (Bobby Pathak) 

 

2 Matters arising 11 October 2021 (Bobby Pathak) 

 

3 Clubs Report (Alison Reeves) 

 

4 Canaan Lane Report (Ellie Maizels) 

 

5 Transport Report (Neil Inglis)  
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Meeting Minutes 

South Morningside Parent Council Meeting 

17 January 2022 at 6.45pm via TEAMS 

PC Voting Members – Attending   

Louisa Dall Ellie Maizels 

Angela Robinson  Alison Reeves 

Alistair Haig Abigail Cabrelli 

Bobby Pathak Chris New 

Eilidh Stimpson Colin McRae 

Stuart Herring Brendan Hyland 

Helena Castro Claire Forsman 

Lizzie Boyce Shelagh Halford 

Dan Farthing Alice Nelson 

Elisabeth Quinn  

 

PC Voting Members – Not attending  

Brian Sharp Nadia Cunden 

Tatiana Tantarouda Emelia McMenamin 

Chris Hebden Reuben Carr 

 

PC Non-Voting Members – Attending  

Karen Richmond Susie Morgan 

 

Attending Parents/Carers/ Guests  

Moira Gibson Thom Kenrick 

Andrew Leiper Ellie Trotter 

 

 

Welcome, attendees and apologies – Ange Robinson 

Welcome and apologies were made, the agenda was summarised and attendees thanked. Teams 

etiquette was introduced including the use of chat, muting of mics and the facility to raise hands.  

 Apologies received from Michael Urquhart & Cllr Neil Ross  
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Review & Approval of Minutes of 6 December 2021 meeting – Bobby Pathak 

 The meeting minutes were approved by the parent council (PC). 

 

Chair update – Louisa Dall 

 There was a recent Council mtg that was attended by the Chairs looking at the 

impact of covid and restrictions on children attending schools and clubs. There was a large 

representation discussing the pros and cons in mainly general terms.  

 Some of the advantages included the additional learning support afforded to 

children during the previous lockdowns. With negatives including the limitations on parents 

in terms of building relationships with teachers.  

 Two more Council meetings are to be scheduled and will be announced on the PC’s 

Facebook page and Classlist. 

 Occasionally parents are asked to get involved in the recruitment of senior staff, as 

has been the case recently with recruitment of staff for the new Canaan Lane Primary 

School.  If you wish to be involved then you must have completed the City of Edinburgh 

Council training.  There are a number of sessions coming up in the next few months.  The 

training last around an hour.  If you want to be involved then please get in touch with Louisa 

or Ange.  

 There was a successful meeting with the Council regarding engagement with them 

surrounding the issues of Canaan Lane Primary School (CLPS) detailed in the sub-group’s 

update below. 

 

Sub-group’s update – Various  

Clubs – Alison Reeves 

The more detailed written report was briefly précised during the meeting:  

 The Clubs’ provision remained unaffected by the new restrictions brought in during 

the previous month. 

 Greenbank opened last week and all clubs are now going ahead with the new 

delivery of guitar club hopefully starting soon.  

 It is intended this term will see an emphasis by Clubs admins on safeguarding.  

The floor was opened to questions with it being asked if Clubs required help with 

safeguarding.  

 It was suggested one to two workshops sessions may be organised in order 

to revisit safeguarding policy and anyone with experience of this is warmly 

welcomed.  
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Accommodation – Andrew Leiper 

 There was a meeting in December with the main contractor and the CLPS building is 

currently slated to be completed by the end of February.  

 With the new steel cladding still waiting to be installed, this completion date may 

yet slip. 

 There is now no plan to open CLPS to nursery children in advance of P1s and P2s 

moving in in April. 

 The start date for the refurbishment of Deanbank House has not yet been finalised.  

 St Peter’s Primary School has requested clarification on the use of the grounds 

currently being occupied by huts after the completion of CLPS building works. 

 Road safety on Canaan Lane was addressed with the issue of large vehicles reversing 

back along the street because of its current closure at Morningside Road.  

Susie Morgan expressing concerns about reversing traffic and she noted she had previously 

been in contact with the Council and said she would contact them again after the latest 

incident.  

 Neil from Transport had spoken to the new flat builders as well as the Council and 

they had confirmed that the builders were required to work to the same restrictions as the 

school.  

 The Accommodation sub-group intends to have an internal meeting given new 

members have joined in order to strategize future delivery.   

 

Communications – Eilidh Stimpson  

 It was noted that the P7s trip to Lagganlia Centre for Outdoor Education is underway and 

Mrs Jones was thanked for providing an image of the departing bus for the PC’s Facebook 

update.  

 It was also noted Shelagh Halford is still in need of more information from the various sub-

groups in order to update the PC’s website. Sub-groups are requested to contact her with a 

summary of their activities.  

 Shelagh also clarified a Chair’s summary for the PC website would be welcome and if any 

parent would like something in general posted on the website to get in touch with her.  
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Fundraising – Elisabeth Quinn 

 This opportunity was taken to thank everyone in the effort which raised £7,000 for 

the PC during the St. Andrew’s Day fling, 12 days of sparkle and the Christmas hamper raffle.  

 

Canaan Lane – Ellie Maizels 

 There was a meeting with the Council following the PC’s December 6 meeting in 

which a list of questions was presented to clarify the current situation with the new school 

intake at CLPS.  

 While there is little to feedback in terms of details, it was good to speak to the 

education department at the Council in order to start greater dialogue regarding the new 

school.  

 It was acknowledged by the Council that a lack of information is leaving a void which 

is filling parents with a degree of anxiety and the Council agreed communications could be 

better and is looking to work on this issue.  

 Regarding the involvement of parents, the Council agreed to continue to meet with 

the affected PCs in order to foster open dialogue and this is seen as a positive step forward.  

 It was conceded that the recruitment of various positions at CLPS are ongoing and 

this is impacting the decisions and information that can be given regarding the school. 

Although this includes the headteacher, Frogston Primary School was cited by the Council as 

an example of successfully recruiting a headteacher close to the opening of a new school 

without major impact.  

 Regarding out of catchment requests, a no sibling guaranty policy is still in effect and 

this is to be reviewed on a year-by-year basis. Therefore, the Council intends to wait until 

August 2022’s intake is confirmed before deciding whether this policy is to continue into the 

following academic year. 

 It was noted however that an appeals process is in place and any out of catchment 

requests that are not granted to younger siblings should go through the appeals procedure.  

 More detailed information is available through the Canaan Lane sub-group and 

concerned parents are encouraged to contact the sub-group for more information.  

 

Treasurer’s update – Alistair Haig 

 There have been issues with payment requests not being met by the PC resulting in, at 

times, a considerable wait which can adversely affect those sole traders who rely on the 

service they provide to the PC.  

 The payments process was outlined whereby two signatories are required to issue payment 

through the PC’s business account. Currently this responsibility falls to the treasurer and the 

secretary. Some payments are failing to be processed due to both human error as well as a 
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glitch in the online banking platform. This happens when multiple payments are set up and 

processed at the same time. This can result in the authorised payments as having gone 

through when, in fact they have not.  

The floor was opened to questions with Louisa Dall asking if this is something she could help 

with. Having been recently added to the account, it is hoped a second set of eyes will help.  

 It was noted that the teachers’ allowances before Christmas have all been processed.  

 It was also noted that the provision of Clubs appears to be in good shape with funds coming 

into the PC.  

 Jack Bruck is due to take over as treasurer when Alistair steps down later this year; however, 

the PC still requires a new independent examiner of accounts.  for 2021/22 remains 

outstanding. 

o The task involves:  

o Checking the accounts against main bank statements at the end of the year 

o Liaising with the treasurer regarding invoices and details for selected large 

transactions 

o All information is provided by email attachments and correspondence 

o The role typically involves no more than a few hours and usually takes place in July 

or August 

o No qualifications are required and there is no liability.  

 

Funding request – Ange Robinson 

There was a discussion about the possibility of Saturday football needing to replace their container 

at Meadowspot. While they had been generously offered one, this was too big for the site and so 

there was a general ask if anyone knew where to source a used container.  

 

AOB 

It was noted that the substation on the west side of Braidburn Valley Park is in the process of getting 

decorated and there might be opportunities for our school being involved in future if other areas are 

chosen to be decorated.  

 

The meeting closed at 19:34 
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South Morningside Parent Council

Matters Arising/Action Log 12-Oct-20

OPEN MATTERS

Reference Date Raised Issue/Action Owner(s) Status

#3/21 October 11, 2021 Appointment of independent examiner of 

accounts 2020/21

Alistair Haig Outstanding from 13 September AGM. 

Volunteers requested by Alistair Haig. 
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Year to date Summary  04/03/2022

SOUTH MORNINGSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL SMPC
YEAR ENDED  30 JUNE 2022

Income Expenditure Profit/(loss)

Cash bal at start of yr Bank 49,049.00                             -  49,049.00           
Accruals -  -  
OPENING BALANCE 49,049.00                             -  49,049.00           

Surplus on Fundraising Cards and December.fundraising 8,189.00                               5,988.74               2,200.26             
Calendar 1,940.63                               1,792.00               148.63                
Winter Fundraising 10,019.38                             337.50                  9,681.88             

-  -  -  
SUB TOTAL FUNDRAISING 20,149.01                             8,118.24               12,030.77           

Other Income Edinburgh Council Grant 836.20                                  -  836.20                
EasyFundraising 33.01                                    -  33.01                  
Virgin Money -  -  -  

SUB TOTAL OTHER INCOME 869.21                                  -  869.21                

Clubs Chanter 1,457.25                               1,594.50               (137.25)
Choir* -  -  -  
Drum 645.00                                  -  645.00                
Coding Club* -  -  -  
Creative Writing Club* 2,669.00                               1,527.50               1,141.50             
Football coached club - P6* -  -  -  
Friday Night Football* 10,678.00                             6,090.00               4,588.00             
Guitar * 2,342.00                               -  2,342.00             
Gym * -  -  -  
Judo * 1,625.00                               1,410.00               215.00                
Knitting* -  -  -  
Recorder * 1,600.00                               2,832.00               (1,232.00)
Ski-ing 9,888.00                               -  9,888.00             
Snowboarding -  -  -  
Spanish* -  -  -  
Stage * 17,793.70                             4,875.00               12,918.70           
Zoom Club* -  -  -  
Hall Hire -  1,887.37               (1,887.37)
SUB TOTAL CLUBS 48,697.95                             20,216.37             28,481.58           

Expenditure P7 Activity -  -  -  
Workshops/Drama/Theatre trips -  -  -  
Hoodies -  -  -  
Greenbank Halls
Teachers allocation -  792.35                  (792.35)
P1 Nativity -  -  -  
Library books -  -  -  
Tablets and IT equipment -  -  -  
Web site expenses -  -  -  
P7 Leaving Activity -  -  
Christmas trees -  -  -  
P3 Football set-up -  -  -  
Scottish Opera -  -  
Science Week -  
Funding - Club Spaces and Trip Subsidies -  -  -  
Sports day lollies -  -  -  
Food and Science technologies -  -  -  
Author visit -  -  
Disclosure expenses -  -  -  
Charity Grants -  -  
Other General Expenditure -  -  -  
SUBTOTAL EXPENDITURE -  792.35                  (792.35)

2020-2021 NET INCOME/(EXP) 69,716.17                          29,126.96           40,589.21         

CURRENT BALANCE 118,765.17                    29,126.96        89,638.21       

2. Available Funds

CURRENT BANK BALANCE 89,638.21        

Less Restricted Funds
Event Float Requirement (4,000.00)
Surplus on Clubs* (28,481.58) *Clubs Surplus - note that any surplus
Committed Funds (6,251.70)  as at 30 June becomes available for general use
Event Surplus**

AVAILABLE TO SPEND 50,904.93        

04/03/2022  11:51 Page 1 of 2 SMPC Accounts 2021-22 Mar mtg
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Year to date Summary  04/03/2022

SOUTH MORNINGSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL SMPC
YEAR ENDED  30 JUNE 2022

2021/22 Commitments
Firm Spend – School Activities
Teachers allocation June 2021 SMPC meeting 3,000.00               
Arts and crafts supplies June 2021 SMPC meeting 750.00                  
Science resources for teachers June 2021 SMPC meeting 500.00                  
P7 leaving activity June 2021 SMPC meeting 500.00                  
Sports entry fees June 2021 SMPC meeting 450.00                  
P7 activities June 2021 SMPC meeting 260.00                  
P3 football set up June 2021 SMPC meeting 250.00                  
Sports-day lollies June 2021 SMPC meeting 250.00                  
P1 Nativity June 2021 SMPC meeting 350.00                  
Christmas trees June 2021 SMPC meeting 75.00                    
Morningside lights switch-on June 2021 SMPC meeting 100.00                  
Library books June 2021 SMPC meeting 1,000.00               
Author Visit June 2021 SMPC meeting 250.00                  
Sub-total 2,025.00               

Firm Spend – SMPC Costs
AGM expenses June 2021 SMPC meeting 300.00                  
Insurance June 2021 SMPC meeting 50.00                    
Web expenses June 2021 SMPC meeting 50.00                    
PVG expenses June 2021 SMPC meeting 50.00                    
Sub-total 450.00                  

Contingent Spend
Science Week June 2021 SMPC meeting 3,500.00               
Theatre visits June 2021 SMPC meeting 3,500.00               
Scottish opera June 2021 SMPC meeting 500.00                  
Sub-total 7,500.00               

Nurture Base Oct 2021 SMPC meeting 250.00                  

Treasurer's Comment:

Clubs: Greenbank Halls payments are accounted for in one line rather than within each club.

Any questions on this report can be raised at the PC meetings or at anytime by email to treasurer@sm-pc.org.

04/03/2022  11:51 Page 2 of 2 SMPC Accounts 2021-22 Mar mtg
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Clubs report 
  

Guitar Club started in February and there are now 4 classes with a total of 34 children learning guitar 

with Paul from Morningside School of Music at Greenbank Church Halls weekly, thanks to the 

amazing efforts of the new convenor Mel. Other clubs running this term are Recorder, Friday Night 

Football, Stage Club, Creative Writing, Judo, Chanter, Drumming. 

  

The Stage Club show will be at Churchill Theatre this month. Ticket sales have been slower than they 

would like so please get involved to bring your family to see the show or to encourage your wider 

family and friends to come along: https://fienta.com/ollie-t 

  

Recorder Club are taking a group of 6 P7s to perform at https://www.ecfest.org/ Edinburgh Music 

Competitions Festival on 9 March. The school cannot take responsibility for children for this type of 

trip so Recorder Club have risk assessed, produced permission slips and asked parents to approve 

absence with the school. This is the first time the current team of clubs’ admin/convenors have done 

this so many thanks to Sue Hoole and Elaine Jones for paperwork. 

  

Ski Club have been offered a reduced number of places for children as well as one less term of 

activity each year (April – June and August – December only). We met on Friday 4th to discuss how 

to assign places to ensure equity as there are significantly more children who want to take part than 

there is space. Verbal update at PC meeting to follow. 

  

We’ve requested a meeting with Mrs Richmond and the team to discuss formalising Pupil Equity 

Fund requests for access to Parent Council clubs, so we can ensure that families requiring financial 

support to attend clubs receive that appropriately. 

  

Louisa has offered a way via online banking that convenors can have read only access to their club’s 

bank account statements so I will support convenors to do that in the next month. 

  

Safeguarding review: 

I intend to carry this out in March/April. If anyone with safeguarding/child protection experience or 

interest is available to support that would be appreciated. It will be done in 2 1-hour meetings on 

Zoom on 2 of these dates, to be agreed using a Doodle poll: 

Sunday, Monday or Tuesday at 7pm 

13,14, 15 / 27,28,29 March / 3,4,5 April 

  

Other work ongoing: 

Follow developments with the letting of the school building out of school hours and consider a 

return to school asap. 

Establish new convenor for Deanbank Choir (P1 and P2) with the intention of running an infant’s 

choir from April. 
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Canaan Lane Subgroup 
 

A brief update this time: 

 Hopefully everyone has seen the excellent news that Mrs Richmond has been appointed as 

Head Teacher for the new school 

 The Council are still hopeful that children and staff will be able to visit the new school before 

moving in 

 Parents will not be able to visit, but there are plans to make a video tour that can be shared 

with parent 

 The council are working on a communication that will be coming to parents soon regarding 

school places, and are also hoping to tell families who have made out of catchment requests 

the outcomes of their applications soon 

 The council plan to have calls with families who have made out of catchment requests to 

discuss each situation and their needs – this is to plan for the kind of support and mitigation 

that may be needed for families caught across two schools 

 Mr Urquart should soon be able to communicate plans for SMPS building usage for 2022/23 

 The subgroup are meeting again with the Education Dept on 25th March, so any further 

questions that people have then please do let us know before then. 
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Transport Update 
  

Last month the transport committee had their first in person meeting for a long time! We discussed 

a range of issues, and started working on a plan for the upcoming School Travel Review. All parents 

will be receiving a survey in April asking for details of how they currently travel to school, how they'd 

like to travel to school, and what changes they'd like to see to make travel easier. We're hoping to 

prepare some materials for parents with suggestions that they can make. If you have any please 

send them to transport@sm-pc.org This survey will form the basis of a 5 year plan for the school and 

is our best opportunity to get some physical infrastructure built to enable safer travel to 

school, including possible crossing points and walking/cycle segregation. More information is 

available at https://www.streetsaheadedinburgh.org.uk/school-streets-1/school-travel-

plans/3?documentId=3&categoryId=27 

 

We also met with Councillor Main and representatives from the council and the contractor at the 

new school to discuss safety issues on Canaan Lane. The combination of the pavement closure, two 

way traffic, construction traffic, and parking outside the garage has created something of a perfect 

storm. The contractor at the new school has agreed some mitigations, and the contractors at the 

Canaan Lane toilets have been warned that they need to improve several aspects including allowing 

HGVs, including bin lorries, to exit onto Morningside Road rather than reversing along Canaan Lane.  

 

As always please continue to report any issues with transport or active travel to us and we will do 

our best to help. 
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