Agenda
South Morningside Parent Council Meeting
Monday 29 April 2019 at 6.45pm in Staff Room
6.45

Welcome, attendees and apologies
Review & Approval of Minutes of 4 March 2019 meeting

(Brian Sharp)

6.50

Review of matters arising & actions from last meeting

(Shelagh Halford)

6.55

Report: Chair (paper submitted)

(Brian Sharp)

7.00

Report: SMPC

(Head Teacher)

7.10

Report: Treasurer (paper submitted)

(Chris Hebden)

7.15

Review of Funding Requests
1. P3 Opera transport
2. Ski team clothing

7.25

Standing Agenda items
a) Accommodation (including new school) update
b) Clubs Group update
c) Fundraising update
d) Morningside Community Council update
e) Transport update (travel plan submitted for review by PC)
f)

Playground update

g) Communications update
h) Situations vacant
8.00

Requested Items
a. PVG Policy – communication and monitoring
b. Wifi in schools
c. Use of the school as a polling station

8:15

AOB

8.20

Close

Date of next meeting: 10 June 2019

(Vanessa Meikle)

Supporting Papers
South Morningside Parent Council Meeting
Monday 29 April 2019 at 6.45pm in Staff Room
1. Draft Minutes of the Parent Council meeting 4 March 2019 (Shelagh Halford)
2. Matters Arising/Action log (Shelagh Halford)
3. Chair Report (Brian Sharp)
4. Treasurer Report (Chris Hebden)
5. Finance Group report (Finance Group)
6. Travel Plan (David Davies)
7. Wifi in schools (Vanessa Meikle)

Minutes of Meeting
South Morningside Parent Council Meeting
Monday 4 March 2019 at 6.45pm in Staff Room
Total Attendees (25)
Brian Sharp

John Cameron

Chris Hebden

Brendan Paddy

Shelagh Halford

David Davies

Lisa Fletcher

Andy Valdez-Tullett

Gedimias Burba

Alice Nelson

Donna McFarlane

Fraser Walker

Jeremy Balfour

Ellie Trotter

Andrew Leiper

Olly Headey

Emily Hargreaves
Mrs Richmond

Mrs Morgan

Parent Council Members (19)
Parent council made up of 27 Parent Members plus 7* non-voting staff members
Guests (6)
Cllr Melanie Main

Jill Dallas

Louisa Dall

Austin Harte

P Boyd

Moray Tait
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Welcome, attendees and apologies – Brian Sharp (Chair) and Shelagh Halford
(Secretary)
Brian welcomed everyone to the meeting and confirmed that apologies had been received in
advance.
The minutes of the meeting on 14 January 2019 were approved.

Review of matters arising & actions from last meeting
See separate document.

Report: Chair
Report provided in meeting pack.

Report: SMPC (Mrs Morgan)
Mrs Morgan welcomed back Mr Urquhart (who is on a phased return). He’s into week 3 of
this. Lots of trips out of school are happening at the moment (P6s Bonnie Prince Charlie,
P7s going to the art of listening organised by the International Festival).
Brooke Millar (P5) has decided to leave for personal reasons and will leave on 12 March.
Tracy Henderson (PSA) has had an accident so will be off for a while.
The Edinburgh Learns (an initiative brought down from Waverley Court across Edinburgh
with aspects such as inclusion) visited Deanbank and Comiston Road sites. They are
looking for examples of excellent practice to share with other teachers including things like
feedback. They saw lots of excellent practice and took lots of photos.
Parent consultations are coming up at Comiston Road w/c 18 and 25 March and Deanbank
will be after the holidays.
The school has received notification of significant spend on Comiston Road as a result of a
survey of the site. They are going to be focusing on windows and heating as well as
redecorating/recarpteting. In parallel, in the next couple of weeks, work will commence on
the ceilings to upgrade the ceilings with fibreglass and batons. This work starts the week
after next. Each class will be decanted a class at a time.
Brian advised that £450,000 was to be spent. Mrs Morgan also advised that work is now not
likely to start until the summer holidays, which will impact on holiday club so this will take
place at Deanbank.
Mrs Morgan will include an update on the works in the newsletter.

Report: Treasurer (Chris Hebden)
See separate report.
Chris advised there was a large surplus on stage club.
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Still under budget for committed spend although some approved spend has come in slightly
over budget. However, there is still a healthy balance.

Review of Funding Requests
a) Play based learning resources (see separate paper)
Mrs Richmond explained that playbased learning was proving very successful but there was
an ongoing resource issue and some teachers are using their own money for this. The
request is for Nursery, P1 and P2.
The request is for £2,500.
b) Gardening Club (see separate paper)
Mrs Richmond explained that two teachers have proposed to take forward a gardening club.
One of the ways to do this would be as an afterschool club. Teachers are prepared to
commit their time for free but there is some set up costs and would require support from the
PC to run it. There are lots of parents who are happy to come and help with it.
The request is for £400.
c) Equipment/books for main school (see separate paper)
Mrs Morgan explained that she had provided a list of equipment the school would like.
Some of the requests are more urgent than others. Mrs Morgan explained that some of the
items requested were items to enhance learning rather than essentials, e.g. to have a set of
materials for each class.
Olly queried why such core items were not paid for by the Council.
Mrs Richmond said the budget was reducing each year but more children were joining the
school so there is a shortfall.
Olly asked what we could do as a Parent Council to challenge the Council as to why such
things are not provided. Cllr Main suggested a conversation with the Headteacher in the first
instance as the Headteacher decides how to spend the budget.
Mrs Morgan said there was not enough in the budget to do everything they want to do. Mrs
Morgan said there was a view previously that it is not the role of the Parent Council to
provide resources but she had been asked to provide a list of what she would like as there
was a growing sense of fundraising and not spending to benefit children.
Olly suggested a conversation with the Council was required in terms of longer term funding.
Mrs Richmond said that once budgets were cut so much, the next thing to go would be
staffing.
Cllr Main suggested it was worth lobbying.
The request is for £2,000.
The Parent Council voted for all three items. 15 in favour, 2 abstentions
d) Playground Works
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Mrs Richmond said that a lot of playground works had started this week to remove trim track.
The stage, toadstool and soft pour will be put in next. This works will come in close to the
£17,000 budget. Seating pods would be an additional £6,000 plus some planting. There is
an extra £10,000 which will be required for the next phase.
Phase 1 – staging, seating area
Phase 2 – upgrade of sports area (Multi Use Games Area) – basketball, cricket etc. This is
would be an additional spend, which could be incorporated into a fundraising campaign.
Mrs Morgan said that asking the children what they want to do can come with its own set of
challenges. The group looking at the playground are very keen to upgrade the mural.
Mrs Morgan said the gardening group were busy looking at a particular plant which is
effective at absorbing pollution so the school is looking at whether existing planters could be
used.

Standing Agenda Items
a) Accommodation update
a. Planning application for North Morningside PS
The Accommodation Group has submitted a paper and draft objection letter (circulated 4
March 2019). John said they had looked at whether there were things which affected
children – transport, safety, impact of the building works. Some issues have been identified,
e.g. they are building an electric substation in the grounds of Deanbank and it’s not clear
where children come in and out of the school.
Andrew said it presents a final picture of the two schools together. P1 – 4 will be in the new
building and P5-7 will be in refurbished Deanbank. The impact of this is mainly on the
children who will be in Deanbank while the new school is being build.
The planning application is the last point where there is some direct influence on the
scheme. There are potentially conditions that the Council/planners can add but unless we
are contributing to this, it’s in the Council’s hands.
The Accommodation group’s suggestion is that decisions are put to a delegated committee
rather than the Council since otherwise the Council is effectively consulting with itself.
One of the concerns is that the current plans do not incorporate a transport plan. The
proposal is to look at this once the school is built and established. Guardrails, fencing,
railings outside the school haven’t yet been considered.
John explained that there is a policy document which should be referred to in any objection.
He said that the Accommodation group are generally in favour of new school but would like
the Council to listen to the concerns.
More than 20 objections would need to be received.
Andrew said that there is no construction planning management plan when the new school is
being built and care home being demolished.
Mrs Richmond said that she has raised concerns about this as the lane is already used for
school lunches coming in and refuse collection.
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Noise was also a concern with Deanbank having single glazed windows.
Andrew advised that the build work is expected to take 2 years (demolition is due to
commence this week).
An objection would need to be raised by 15 March.
The Accommodation Group are looking to hear any other comments from the Parent Council
and to understand whether the Parent Council supports the draft objection letter.
Jeremy asked what the Parent Council is trying to achieve. The only way to get a full debate
is if one of the local councillors (after more than 20 objections had been raised) raises it. For
Gillespie’s (which built a school on site whilst running a school in parallel), a small group was
set up to take forward issues.
Mrs Richmond said that the Council had said they knew they needed to engage with the
school to find a way forward.
If people want to object, they need to put a letter in individually to lodge an objection.
Andrew asked whether the Parent Council should vote on whether to approve the paper
circulated by the Accommodation Group in relation to the planning for North Morningside
Primary School.
Shelagh to issue a doodlepoll to find out if PC are in support of the proposals.
If in favour, Comms to issue the template objection letter drafted by the Accommodation
group to class reps and post on the PC website to ask parents to send out if they also object
to the planning application so that we reach more than 20 objections.
b) Clubs Group update
Lisa said there were a few issues with clubs. Some clubs do not have leaders with PVGs
linked to South Morningside Parent Council.
Mrs Morgan said that the school was taking advice in relation to this, e.g. because
Bruntsifield Parent Council took up the original PVG. Mrs Morgan said it was essential the
Parent Council undertook PVGs for all club leaders. It affects 10 or so clubs, which is the
vast majority.
As an alternative to closing the clubs, Mrs Morgan would like to take some advice on it.
c) Fundraising update
a. Survey results (see supporting paper)
Olly said that there had been a big response from parents in relation to what to spend money
on. Playground was popular and specifically sports areas, PE facilities. Toilet refurbishment
came up but this is probably not the role of the Parent Council.
Mrs Richmond asked whether in light of the desire to spend on playground, what did the
Parent Council want to do with the surplus funds. The advised that it would cost £10,000 for
Phase 1 and £20,000 for Phase 2, as an estimate.
Alice suggested a survey could go to parent body to ask this.
Mrs Richmond said she needed a decision on whether to progress with Phase 1. This could
then be used to ask if parents want to proceed with Phase 2.
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A request for £10,000 was made. 15 in favour, 2 abstentions.
Cllr Main said there was a Council budget available for up to £3,000 which could, if
approved, be used as a contribution towards the playground works.
Brian asked Cllr Main to send him the form for this.
d) Morningside Community Council update
No update.
e) Transport update
David advised that the transport plan was now completed and meeting is to be arranged with
the Council and Mrs Morgan. Once updated, the plan will be circulated to the Parent Council.
David advised that there is a review of crossings on Morningside Drive. He said that within
the Travel Plan, there is a list of actions with the Council but no real dates so he will try to
get dates mm them.
There is a public consultation meeting about Briadburn Terrace on Wednesday from 5-7 at
the church on Braidburn Terrace to change it to one-way and create a cycle link. Local
residents are hopeful of support from the school.
Cllr Main advised that she has set up a facebook page for Safer Streets. Cllr Main to send a
link to this to the Transport group.
f)

Playground update

Covered under Funding Requests
g) Communications update
Covered under Fundraising re survey results.
h) Situations vacant:
a. Chair
Requested Items
a. PVG Policy (see supporting papers x 2)
Brian said Brendan had given a good summary of the situation and that the main concern is
not observing a PVG Policy. Brian said this would be higher up on the agenda at the next
meeting.
Brendan said that Fraser and Craig had done some background work. He said that
Volunteer Scotland had made recommendations about the Policy in relation to suspending
people under investigation as an administrative precaution. Brendan said there were two
stages to an investigation and it’s only in the second stage of this that the Parent Council
would be notified. Brendan also said that the Parent Council won’t know why someone is
under investigation so it would be hard to make a decision about whether or not to suspend
someone. Therefore, it might be prudent to take the recommendation of Disclosure
Scotland. Brendan suggested the PC vote on whether to adopt the revised policy. He
suggested that there should be a subsequent discussion regarding communication and
compliance of the Policy.
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Emily asked whether all PC members should be PVG checked. Brendan said that it was
about regulated work and as PC members will not be alone with children, this was not
thought to be proportionate.
Louisa advised that the Clubs Group recommended club convenors were PVG checked to
have people available when required. The PC are supportive of this.
Voting for new Policy – 14 for, 0 against, 1 abstention.
b. Statutory PE
Ellie asked if children were getting the statutory required amount of PE. Mrs Richmond said
this was currently 1.5 hours and that the children get as much as they can out of the space
they have available.
Ellie also asked if children were taught about bacteria and the importance of changing
clothes. Mrs Richmond said the P2s always change and were being given advice on this as
part of PE.
c. Access to afterschool clubs
Moray said the system of access meant that children can get stuck outside or in between the
two entrance doors and the janitor won’t let them in. This had happened to one of his
children and also for Zoom club. Brian said that this was the problem if children weren’t
there on time as a result of the janitorial cover not being there so access needs to be via
whoever is running the club.
Louisa said they had looked at whether the afterschool club could provide this but this would
add too much cost to the club.
Lisa said the situation was not ideal but was the best option.
Mrs Morgan said it had been a massive change and that it does mean children have to be
there on time. After 4.30pm when the janitor leaves, there is no wiggle room so children
need to be there a few minutes before the club to get in. Likewise if the parent isn’t there to
pick up the child on time, they will need to go back in and wait until the end of the next club.
Mrs Morgan to include a reminder about this in the newsletter.
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South Morningside Parent Council
Matters Arising/Action Log
04.Mär.19
OPEN MATTERS
Reference
#04/17
#12/17

#15/17

#25/18

Date Raised
March 6th 2017

Issue/Action
School remote heating

Owner(s)
Jenny/Cllrs Main and Cook

October 9th 2017 PC has concerns about Council budget for
Accommodation/Cllr Main
refurb of existing school and capacity of new
school
October 9th 2017 Traffic congestion on Caanan Lane - look into Brian/Cllr Main
part-time permit parking on Woodburn
Terrace
November 19th, 2018Write to Edinburgh Council to check that
Accommodation
funds for the new school have been
ringfenced
Someone to take over from Fiona
PVG Policy communication and
implementation
School works to windows, heating etc
North Morningside Primary School Planning
Application

Fiona Kippax
Shelagh

March 4, 2019

Playground works

Cllr Main

#8/19

March 4, 2019

Transport plan

Cllr Main

#9/19

March 4, 2019

Access to clubs

Mrs Morgan

#1/19
#4/19

January 14, 2019
January 14, 2019

#5/19
#6/19

March 4, 2019
March 4, 2019

#7/19

Mrs Morgan
Shelagh/Comms

Status
Type up findings from investigation (Jenny) and
email Council (Cllrs Main and Cook)
Mrs Morgan and Brian meeting with Council

Council have advised that wardens are in place
but doesn't appear to have happened yet.
Joint school meeting next Monday (D Johnson).
Note via googlegroups to be circulated after that.
Funds are included in the Council's budget (to be
confirmed 21 February).
Draft a job description of the role
Add to agenda for next PC meeting in April
Include update in weekly newsletter
Doodlepoll to guage PC views on proposals. If
in favour, comms to circulate objection letter to
class reps and post on the PC website for parents
to send to the Council
Send the form to request Council funding to
Brian
Send link to Safer Streets facebook page to
Transport group
Put a reminder in the newsletter that children
must arrive for clubs on time or they will not be
able to join the club since the club tutor needs to
let them in

South Morningside Parent Council – Chair Report – 29th April 2019
Good evening and welcome to the third Parent Council Meeting of 2019.
The Summer Fair date has been agreed as 8th June 2019 so please sign up and get
thinking of new fund raising ideas.
Just a thought, but with all the new desks being delivered for the children, we on the
PC might consider purchasing some that are collapsible to allow for easier storage in
our storage facility AND… I think it is about time we gave our little cupboard a clean
and clear-out………………volunteers take one step forward
On a less that positive note, despite reminders, my Council contact from The South
East Parental Engagement Locality Group has yet to get back to me re our need for
road crossings. I will try again with Maria Plant.
And finally, I am sure you will all have noticed the latest additions to the Playground
improvements at Comiston Rd – woo hoo !!
Kind regards,
Brian Sharp
Chair SMPC

Treasurers Report – South Morningside Parent Council Meeting
Monday, 29 April 2019
1. Surplus for the period and available funds
SOUTH MORNINGSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL SMPC
PERIOD ENDED 24 MARCH 2019
Income
Cash bal at start of yr

Expenditure

Profit/(loss)

Bank
Accruals - club costs
OPENING BALANCE

62,451.11
(4,364.00)
58,087.11

Surplus on Events

Winter fair
Christmas Cards
SUB TOTAL EVENTS

9,315.90
6,441.70
15,757.60

2,866.91
4,728.19
7,595.10

6,448.99
1,713.51
8,162.50

Other Income

Edinburgh Council Grant
EasyFundraising
Other sundry income
SUB TOTAL OTHER INCOME

840.40
95.21
340.00
1,275.61

-

840.40
95.21
340.00
1,275.61

6,657.06
1,532.70
3,439.50
3,420.00
215.00
4,385.00
3,560.00
5,744.15
6,133.00
1,342.70
2,504.70
13,040.00
1,371.00
5,337.30
22,058.50
3,526.00
84,266.61

4,576.00
1,092.00
2,422.00
3,135.40
170.00
2,996.00
3,675.60
4,046.25
4,585.00
1,299.12
2,418.00
4,724.40
648.00
4,509.40
21,574.90
3,360.00
1,818.60
67,050.67

2,081.06
440.70
1,017.50
284.60
45.00
1,389.00
(115.60)
1,697.90
1,548.00
43.58
86.70
8,315.60
723.00
827.90
483.60
166.00
(1,818.60)
17,215.94

-

-

62,451.11
(4,364.00)
58,087.11

Clubs

Chanter & Drumming
Choir
Chess
Coding Club
Creative Writing Club
Football coached club
Friday Night Football
Guitar
Gym
Judo
Knitting
Recorder
Ski-ing
Snowboarding
Spanish
Stage
Zoom Club
Clubs Doorperson
SUB TOTAL CLUBS

Expenditure

Playground
Science Week
Teachers allocation
Christmas Party food
Food and Science technologies
Celidh Band - P7
Gardening club set-up
Nativity lighting

-

15,132.56
2,585.00
1,750.81
1,200.00
561.30
470.00
432.53
338.56

(15,132.56)
(2,585.00)
(1,750.81)
(1,200.00)
(561.30)
(470.00)
(432.53)
(338.56)

Sports entry fees
Recorded books

-

312.20
252.00

(312.20)
(252.00)

Zoo memberships

-

250.00

(250.00)

Author visit
Golden time tokens

-

200.00
187.03

(200.00)
(187.03)

Christmas decoration

-

160.00

(160.00)

Chess club t-shirts

-

150.00

(150.00)

Uniform Boutique

-

138.48

(138.48)

P3 Football set-up

-

134.82

(134.82)

AGM expenses
Morningside Christmas Lights

-

124.45
100.00

(124.45)
(100.00)

Funding - club spaces

-

80.00

(80.00)

Committed

-

24,559.74

(24,559.74)

Theatre trip transport 2017

-

128.00

(128.00)

SUB TOTAL EXPENDITURE

-

24,687.74

(24,687.74)

2018-2019 NET INCOME/(EXP)

1,966.31

2. Available Funds
CURRENT BANK BALANCE
Restricted funds

60,053.42

Float requirements

(3,000.00)

Surplus on Clubs*

(17,215.94)

Committed Funds

(31,071.60)

AVAILABLE TO SPEND

8,765.88

3. Committed funds
Description

Approval date

2014 Brought Forward
Playground Improvements 2012
Playground Improvements 2014

Summer Fair 2012 ring-fencing
Approved Jan 14

2017/18 Brough forward commitments
Teachers allocation
Approved 06/17
Numeracy packs
Approved 11/17
Approved 06/18
Science room resources
2018/19 Commitments
AGM expenses
SMPC Web-site
Science Week
Theatre visits
Teachers allocation
Library books
Arts and crafts supplies
Science resources for teachers
Scottish opera
P7 Ceilidh band
Schools competition entry fees
One-ery funding
P7 Activity day
P3 football set-up
Sports day ice-lollies
P1 Nativity
Christmas capers snack
Christmas trees
Morningside lights
Uniform Boutique
Golden Tokens
Chess club t-shirts
Christmas decorations
Christmas Party food
Author visit
Recorded books
Zoo memberships
Play based learning resources
Gardening club set-up
Equiment for main school
Playground improvements
Funded places

Chris Hebden,
Treasurer, 24 April 2019

Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 06/18
Approved 10/18
Approved 10/18*
Approved 11/18
Approved 12/18
Approved 12/18
Approved 01/19
Approved 01/19
Approved 01/19
Approved 03/19
Approved 03/19
Approved 03/19
Approved 03/19

Approved
£

YTD Spend
£

Released
£

Balance
£

3,850.28
13,000.00

(3,850.28)
(11,282.28)

-

205.87
504.33
450.00

(205.87)
(412.14)

(504.33)
(37.86)

-

300.00
150.00
3,500.00
3,500.00
3,000.00
1,000.00
750.00
500.00
500.00
500.00
450.00
300.00
260.00
250.00
250.00
200.00
160.00
75.00
100.00
138.48
100.00
150.00
160.00
1,200.00
200.00
252.00
250.00
2,500.00
432.53
2,000.00
16,000.00

(124.45)
(2,585.00)
(1,544.94)
(149.16)
(470.00)
(312.20)
(134.82)
(338.56)
(100.00)
(138.48)
(187.03)
(150.00)
(160.00)
(1,200.00)
(200.00)
(252.00)
(250.00)

(175.55)
(150.00)
(915.00)
(30.00)
138.56
-

3,500.00
1,455.06
1,000.00
750.00
350.84
500.00
137.80
300.00
260.00
115.18
250.00
160.00
75.00
2,500.00
2,000.00
16,000.00

80.00

(80.00)

57,218.49

(24,559.74)

87.03

(432.53)

(1,587.15)

1,717.72

31,071.60

Finance Group

1. Requests requiring approval
The following funding requests have been received:
1.1

P3 Opera transport:

£350

Request from the school (Yvonne Moore). A fabulous opportunity has arisen for the P3 year
group to attend a show put on by Scottish Opera in the Festival Theatre in June. Tickets are
free but the school, have asked for assistance to hire coaches to transport pupils to the
performance, given numbers involved.
The request is for and estimated £350 subject to final costing not quite in but it’s
approximately that.

Total:

£350

The Finance group have discussed the above requests and recommend approval for the £350 requested.

1.2

Ski team clothing:
Request from parent (Grainne Morrison):
Following the recent success of the South Morningside ski team it would be great to
kit the children out in school ski hoodies, jackets and helmets. We recently attend
the SSSA race at Braehead and most of the other schools had branded ski wear from
their schools.
The following is an estimate of prices:
Helmet covers £12 per cover
Hoodies approx. £13.50 plus VAT
Jackets approx. £20.95
At the moment we have 6/7 in the ski team but with the Boyd Anderson race having
a Novice team we should probably aim to purchase for 10 to 12 children.
Cost for 12 hemet covers £144
Cost for 12 hoodies £190.35
Cost for 12 jackets £251.40
Total £585.75
We have another school race scheduled for mid June so it would be fantastic if we
could have the children kitted out when representing South Morningside. I
appreciate this a lot of money so if necessary we could start with kitting out the 6
children in the race team or we could look at prioritising the items.

£315

The Finance group have discussed the above request and purchase of the hoodies and helmet covers are
recommend for approval. There was one objection on the ski jacket questioning whether a suitable jacket could be
bought for under £21 and this therefore requires further discussion by the full PC.
2. Requests requiring more information
None
3. Requests approved by de-minimus limit
None

South Morningside Primary School

Safer Routes to School

Travel Plan 2019
Scope of Document & Aims of Travel Plan
This document updates the previous travel plan, drafted in 2014. It aims to summarise the
latest information on how children and staff travel to school and the key issues people face
when travelling. It also sets out the actions needed to tackle safety issues and increase
active travel to school. One key change since the last travel plan, is that the school Annex,
previously at Cluny Church is now situated at Canaan Lane. There are plans for a new
primary school on Canaan Lane and for all SMPS pupils to be housed in the Comiston Road
site from 2022. It is therefore recommended that this travel plan is updated again when the
school is on a single site. The information was gathered primarily through an online
questionnaire sent out to all families and through Junior Road Safety Officer (JRSO) led focus
groups with pupils at the school.
Description of School
SMPS is currently a split school site. The main school houses P3-P7 pupils at 116 Comiston
Road and P1 & P2 pupils are at the Deanbank Annex on Canaan Lane 0.6 miles away. The
School Nursery is located at Fairmilehead Church Hall on Frogston Road, which is 1.5 miles
from the main school (see Map). The school has a total of 651 pupils, 458 at Comiston Road
and 193 at Deanbank. The nursery has 47 pupils.
Map of School Sites with walk and bus journey time and bus routes

Results from the Travel to School Questionnaire
An online questionnaire, designed by Edinburgh City Council in consultation with the school,
was mailed to all parents of children at the school and nursery in June 2018. The key
findings from this questionnaire are summarised here.
There were 166 respondents to the questionnaire. There were relatively few respondents
from parents with children at the nursery.
•

How pupils get to school
o The majority walk or scoot (>70%)
o Around 25% take the car
o Relatively few take the bus (~7%)
o Few cycle (~4%) – most children have a bike, but the majority are not allowed
to cycle on the road

•

Main issues on route to school
o Road crossing made difficult and dangerous due to:
! Speed of traffic (i.e. in excess of 20mph)
! Heavy traffic
! Parked cars and bins obstructing views
! Traffic congestion (esp. Canaan Lane)
! Lack of lollipop person (esp. Morningside Drive and Comiston Road)
o Narrow and cluttered pavements, forcing people on to the road and causing
congestion (esp. Comiston Road, Morningside Road and Canaan Lane)
o Illegal and dangerous parking near both school sites at drop off/pick up time

There is a more comprehensive summary of the issues people reported on their
route to school in Appendix II.
•

Main reasons people drive
1. Time (27%)
2. Distance (13%)
3. Multiple school pick ups (10%)

•

What would persuade people not to drive?
o Being able to walk and still get to work on time – so anything that would
allow children to be dropped at school/nursery earlier (earlier drop off,
supervision in school playground, space in breakfast club, walking bus)
o Closer nursery
o Single site school
o Safer walking routes – controlled crossings and wider pavements

•

Walking Bus
o There was substantial interest in setting up a walking bus route and many parents
indicated that they would be willing to help out with this.

Actions
A table of actions is provided in Appendix 1.

Key Contacts
Mark Symonds, Road Safety & Active Travel Liaison Officer,
mark.symonds@edinburgh.gov.uk
Tel. 0131 469 3817
Mrs Morgan, Deputy Head, South Morningside Primary School
Signatures
I endorse this document and the actions proposed within it and commit to assist SMPC in
delivering these actions, in conjunction with Edinburgh City Council and other stakeholders,
as appropriate.

Mark Symonds, Road Safety & Active Travel Liaison Officer, CEC_______________________

Mrs Morgan, Deputy Head, South Morningside Primary School ________________________

David Davies, Parent Council, SMPS____________________________________________

Philippa Coles, Parent Council, SMPS_____________________________________________

Junior Road Safety Officer, SMPS________________________________________________

Appendix 1: Specific Issues and Proposed Actions
Many issues, such as difficult/dangerous junction crossings, speed and volume of traffic, illegal parking and cluttered, narrow pavements have all been issues
highlighted through the SMPS Travel Plan since 2010.
Issue
Comiston Road Junction:
Morningside Drive

Road Crossings

Comiston Road Junction:
Craiglea Drive
Comiston Road Junction:
Comiston Drive (by Margiotta)
Greenbank Drive Traffic Lights
Crossing Comiston Road:
Outside main school
Crossing Comiston Road:
Just South of Riselaw Crescent

Crossing Morningside Drive
(near nursery and park)
Greenbank Drive Speed Limit
(30 – 20 reduction)
Comiston Road Speed Limit
(40 to 30 reduction) up to
south end of catchment

Details
Possible solution is to build out the road to reduce crossing
distance and improve sightlines.
Reinstate the lollipop person. The main issue is finding
anyone to apply.

Speed of traffic, parked cars, bins etc.
Main problems are that traffic is coming from 3 directions
and it’s very busy at drop/pick up. Making it far clearer to
traffic that it is a crossing point would help. Lollipop Person?
Long wait at traffic lights for pedestrians, which adds to
congestion on narrow pavements to south
Dangerous as cars do not always stop at traffic lights.
On Route to school, crossing here allows kids to walk
through park, rather than down the main road and avoid
traffic fumes. Junction unsafe due to restricted sightlines
and speed of traffic
It’s on the route to school.
There’s going to be a review of the 20mph speed limits – so
worth including this in the plan
It’s on the route to school. Including this in the School Travel
Plan will strengthen the argument to reduce the speed on
this stretch of road, which is dangerous to cross and a
barrier for kids coming from this side of catchment

Action
Organise traffic engineers to audit
the site
Re-advertise – school e-mail, social
media, local library/cafés etc.
Contact Community Council, via
PC.
Pupils to design an advert, perhaps
via a competition, for display
outside school and in local venues
Organise traffic engineers to audit
the site.
Organise traffic engineers to audit
the site.

Who
Mark

Possibility of changing traffic light
phases at drop off/pick up times
Reinstate Lollipop Person

Mark

Include in Travel Plan to increase
chance of a crossing upgrade (it’s
on a long list!)

SMPC
Travel
Team

Organise traffic engineers to audit
the site
Include in Travel Plan to increase
chance of it being included in CEC
review.
Include in Travel Plan to increase
chance of it being included in CEC
review.

Mark

Progress

SMPS
PC
Comms
SMPS

Mark
Mark

CEC

SMPC
Travel
Team
SMPC
Travel
Team

Done

Issue
Congested/narrow Pavements

Other/Shared Site Issues

Inadequate Scooter storage

Reduce number of people
driving to school

Parking Near School

Deanbank
Issues

Canaan Lane

Canaan Lane

Details
Limited space for people to walk with kids. Street Clutter –
bus stop, overhanging hedges, bins etc. Particularly
Comiston Road (between junction of Greenbank Crescent
and Main School) and Canaan Lane.
Overhanging hedges further narrow the space for
pedestrians at a number of places.
A high proportion of children scoot to school, particularly in
good weather. There are not enough spaces for all the
scooters.
Survey showed enthusiasm for a walking bus (75% said yes
or maybe to taking part/helping out). To plan possible
routes, need postcode data of willing parents (have some
from travel survey, but only up to half of parents, maybe
less).

Raising awareness amongst parents and pupils and providing
encouragement to change behaviour is key.
Issue on both sites, particularly at Deanbank. Parking near
the school is very limited and many people illegally
park/stop in dangerous places.

Need to reduce number of cars at drop off and pick up –
very congested, illegal parking and stopping. Difficult to
cross at Canny Man’s due to backed up traffic.
Construction Traffic during new school build

Action
Living Streets can do Street Clutter
Surveys.
Urban Design Team to look at
options? Could the pavements be
widened?
Council to address overhanging
hedges
Consider scooter storage in plans
for the playground.

Who
Mark to
advise

Conduct a whole school survey and
devise routes using GPS visualiser.
Opportunity for kids to get
involved with mapping/publicising
it etc.
Talk to Bonaly, which have
successful walking buses in place.
Initial action – Meet with Mark,
who can advise on format of
survey and help set up scheme
(has various resources available)
Walk Once a Week (WOW) to be
run at school (2019/20)
ParkSmart scheme to be launched
on both sites in new school year
2019/20.
Provide Parents with a map of
suggested parking areas at
Deanbank, at a safe distance from
the school e.g. south of Cluny
Gardens.
Discuss the possibility of closing off
Canaan Lane to make local access
only. Mark to advise who best to
talk to in the first instance?
What, if anything, can SMPS/PC do
to ensure parent views are heard

Mark,
SMPS
Travel
Team

Mark
SMPS

SMPS
SMPS

Mark
SMPS
Travel
Team
Mark

Progress

Issue

Details

Action
and incorporated into the plans?
Mark to advise?

Inadequate barrier at
Deanbank
Walking to Deanbank

Kids at risk of running out onto road.

Discuss options with school

There are many difficult junctions, congestion on the
pavements and traffic fumes if people walk along the main
road (the most direct route)

Provide Parents with a map of
alternative (risk assessed?) walking
routes, to avoid main roads and
worst junctions?

Who
SMPS
Travel
Team
SMPS
PC
SMPS
Mark (to
risk
assess?)

Progress

Appendix 2

Information Gaps?
How teachers travel to school and any safety issues they experience and any barriers to active travel using
public transport.
Data from latest hands up survey (September 2018) – to check it tallies with parent survey

Appendix 3 - Public Transport Links
From Nursery, Fairmilehead Church Hall
At Buckstone Terrace:
11 – Hyvot’s Banks to Ocean Terminal every 10 minutes via Gracemount Leisure Centre, Mortonhall, Braid
Hills Hotel, South Morningside Primary, Morningside Road, Bruntsfield, Lothian Road, Princes St, George St,
York Place, Pilrig St and Newhaven.
15/X15 – Penicuik Deanburn to Lochend (Finlay Gardens) every 30 minutes via Penicuik Centre, Easter
Bush Campus, Damhead, Fairmilehead, South Morningside Primary, Morningside Road, Bruntsfield,
Lothian Road, Princes St, Waterloo Place, Marionville Road and Lochend Drive.
Stagecoach 101/102 Edinburgh Bus Station to Biggar (hourly from 08:51) and Dumfries (every 4 hours
from 09:51) via Flotterstone, Penicuik(101), W. Linton, Dolphinton and Moffat (102)
At Oxgangs Road:
4 – Hillend to The Jewel every 15 minutes via Oxgangs, Slateford Rd, Dalry Road, Haymarket, Princes St,
Leith St, London Rd, Piershill, Northfield and Bingham
400 - Fort Kinniard to Edinburgh Airport every 30 minutes via Niddrie, Greendykes, Royal Infirmary,
Craigour, Gilmerton Cross Road, Gracemount Leisure Centre, Mortonhall, Oxgangs, Colinton Village,
Westside Plaza, South Gyle and Ingliston.
From Outside Main South Morningside in addition to Buckstone Terrace services shown above:
5 – Hunter’s Tryst to The Jewel every 15 minutes via Greenbank Crescent, Morningside Road, Strathearn
Road, The Bridges, London Road, Piershill, Mountcastle Drive and Milton Road West.
16 – Westgarth Avenue, Colinton to Silverknowes every 10 minutes via Redford Road, Oxgangs Library,
Greenbank Crescent, Morningside Road, Bruntsfield, Lothian Road, Princes Street, Frederick Street, George
Street, York Place, Leith Walk, Constitution St, Commercial Street, Newhaven, Granton Square, West
Granton Road and Muirhouse Parkway.
From Dean Bank – Closest bus stop at Spring Valley Gardens (4 minute walk) in addition to the above
services:
23 – Greenbank Drive to Trinity every 12 minutes via Morningside Grove, Balcarres St, Morningside,
Bruntsfield, Tollcross, Lauriston Place, George IV Bridge, The Mound, Dundas Street and Inverleith Row.
36 – Gyle Centre to Ocean Terminal every 20 minutes via Hermiston Gait, Bankhead, Sighthill, Longstone,
Napier University Craiglockhart Campus, Glenlockhart Road, Morningside Grove, Morningside Drive,
Morningside Road, Bruntsfield, Lothian Road, Queensferry Street, Hamilton Place, Broughton Road,
Bonnington Road, Henderson St, The Shore and Commercial Street.
From Cluny Gardens (6 minute walk from Dean Bank via Woodburn Terrace or from main school):
38 – Royal Infirmary to West Granton every 20 minutes via Cameron Toll, West Mains Road, Charterhall
Road, Balcarres Street, Myreside Road, Ashley Terrace, Robertson Ave, Balgreen Road, Saughtonhall drive,
Ellersy Road, Murrayfield Road, Mary Erskine School, Craigleith Crescent, Craigleith Road, Western General
and Crewe Road North.
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